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The Geelong Botanic Gardens has 

23 of its trees Heritage-listed.

One of these trees is the Maiden 

Hair Tree Ginkgo biloba shown in 

the photo. This is probably one of 

the first Ginkgoes to grow in 

Australia for nearly 40 million years. 

110 million year old fossil Ginkgoes 

grew in the Otways, not far from 

here. (At that time Victoria was 

south of the Antarctic Circle, but 

had a cool, temperate climate.) This 

tree, from China, was planted in the 

late 1850s. It has a feature that 

appears when Ginkgoes have 

experienced drought or are older 

than 300 years. It is the beginning 

of roots, called Chi Chis, growing 

from the branches and trunk. These 

give the appearance that the tree is 

weeping.

(For bookings and more details 

about What’s On: 

Friends website or phone.)

What’s On in Feb 2025

Guided walk ‘Perennial and Silver 

Borders’: Sunday 9 February 2 pm. 

Gold coin donation.

Discovery Table:

Sunday 16 February 1 - 3 pm.

Positive Aging Seniors Free Guided 

Walk and Morning Tea: Thursdays 20 and 

27 February, 9.30 am - 11.30 am, 

bookings essential.

2-day Chinese Brush Painting with 

Stephan Cassettari, Saturday 22 and 

Sunday 23 February, 10 am - 4 pm, 

bookings essential.

Garden Visit to ‘Arundel’, Friends’ Plant 

Sale and Morning Tea (East Geelong) 

Monday 24 February, 10:30 am - 12:30 

pm, bookings essential.

Free Guided Walks: 

Wednesdays 11 am, Sundays 2 pm. 

(no walks when 32° and over)

The Conservatory is open: 9 am - 3 pm.



www.geelongaustralia.com.au/gbg/

This information was developed by the Volunteer Guides

Geelong Botanic Gardens.
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Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens

EXPLORE GEELONG BOTANIC GARDENS with a guide.

Discovery Walk: Meet your Guide at the front steps. 

Guided Walks each Wednesday at 11 am and Sunday at 2 pm.

Once a month, the guides also lead a Themed Walk and a Discovery Table.

THE FRIENDS EVENTS SCHEDULE INCLUDES:

Winter Lunch with a guest speaker

Coach Tours to Significant Gardens in Victoria

Through the Garden Gates tour of local gardens

Film Nights, Bus Trips and Guest Speakers

Workshops and Demonstrations

Volunteer Week Luncheon

GEELONG SCHOOL OF BOTANICAL ART

Term Classes and Workshops for students of all levels.

TO JOIN or CONTACT the FRIENDS

Office hours: Monday to Friday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 03 5229 0071

Email: info@friendsgbg.org.au

www.friendsgbg.org.au

WYM Café at the gardens 

is open each day: 

https://www.whereyoumeet.com.au/.


